
Introduction
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) is providing 
holiday travelers with historical flight delay information about major airlines (Table 1) and the nation's 29 
busiest airports (Table 2).  By reviewing last year's flight delay information, travelers will be able to make 
more informed decisions about this year's holiday travel. 
 
Flight delays described in this analysis include departure delay (difference between actual and scheduled 
time that a flight leaves the departure gate) and arrival delay (difference between actual and scheduled 
time that a flight arrives at the destination gate). 
 
Table 1 
Major Airlines 
 

Carrier/Airline Code Airline Name 
AA American Airlines 
AQ Aloha Airlines 
AS Alaska Airlines 
CO Continental Airlines 
DL Delta Air Lines 
HP America West Airlines 
MQ American Eagle Airlines 
NW Northwest Airlines 
TW Trans World Airlines 
UA United Airlines 
US US Airways 
WN Southwest Airlines 

 



Table 2 
Airports Covered in this Analysis 
 

Code Airport Name 
ATL Hartsfield Atlanta International, Atlanta, GA 
BOS Logan International, Boston, MA 
BWI Baltimore Washington International, Baltimore, MD 
CLT Charlotte/Douglas International, Charlotte, NC 
CVG Greater Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH 
DCA Ronald Reagan Washington National, Washington, DC 
DEN Denver International, Denver, CO 
DFW Dallas/Ft.Worth International, Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX 
DTW Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County, Detroit, MI 
EWR Newark International, Newark, NJ 
IAH George Bush Intercontinental, Houston, TX 
JFK John F. Kennedy International, New York, NY 
LAS McCarran International, Las Vegas, NV 
LAX Los Angeles International, Los Angeles, CA 
LGA LaGuardia International, New York, NY 
MCO Orlando International, Orlando, FL 
MIA Miami International, Miami, FL 
MSP Minneapolis/St. Paul International, Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
ORD Chicago O'Hare International, Chicago, IL 
PDX Portland International, Portland, OR 
PHL Philadelphia International, Philadelphia, PA 
PHX Phoenix Sky Harbor International, Phoenix, AZ 
PIT Pittsburgh International, Pittsburgh, PA 
SAN San Diego International, San Diego, CA 
SEA Seattle-Tacoma International, Seattle, WA 
SFO San Francisco International, San Francisco, CA 
SLC Salt Lake City International, Salt Lake City, UT 
STL Lambert-St. Louis Municipal, St. Louis, MO 
TPA Tampa International, Tampa, FL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


